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and friends in the West Marin community for
one hundred and thirty years.
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to pay special tribute
to an outstanding Marine who has dedicated
his life to the service of our nation.

Lt. Colonel Thomas Fuhrer has recently
completed his Washington service and is
being assigned to command the Marine Corps
Combat Service Support Schools Training
Command at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

Lt. Colonel Fuhrer has served on the per-
sonal legislative staff of the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs for the past two years. During that
time, he has worked closely with senior mili-
tary, civilian, and Congressional Members and
staff in this critical high visibility environment.

His performance has been singularly im-
pressive. He has advised the Chairman, Vice,
and senior officers from the Joint Staff as well
as Commanders in Chief in a myriad of com-
plex and sensitive issue briefings in addition to
their confirmation and annual posture hear-
ings.

Hailing from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Lt.
Colonel Fuhrer began his career as a enlisted
Marine, graduating from the venerable Parris
Island in 1980. He entered Clarion University
as a drilling reservist and upon graduation was
commissioned a second lieutenant in the Ma-
rine Corps in 1984.

During Lt. Colonel Fuhrer’s career as a Ma-
rine, he has excelled at every aspect of oper-
ations concentrating on the fiscal, disbursing,
travel and logistics support of our active duty
and forward deployed Marine Corps. His lead-
ership, management, problem-solving and
team-building skills have been recognized in
his promotion, personal awards, and assign-
ment to the Naval Postgraduate School in
Monterey. He received his Master’s Degree in
Financial Management in 1986.

Following a successful tour in the Head-
quarters of the Marine Corps as a budget ana-
lyst, he was selected for the prestigious Legis-
lative Fellow Program through Brookings Insti-
tution. This program led him to the Office of
Congressman JOHN MURTHA, where his tire-
less service was focused on Defense and Ap-
propriations issues.

Lt. Colonel Fuhrer leaves his present as-
signment as the Deputy Legislative Assistant
for Marine Corps matters to the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff where he served as
liaison between the nation’s most senior mili-
tary officer and the United States Congress.
He also leaves the close professional relation-
ship he cultivated specifically with Members
and their staff on the House Appropriations
Committee subcommittee on Defense.

Throughout a career of distinguished serv-
ice, he has made innumerable contributions to
both the military and our nation. As Lt. Colonel
Fuhrer departs to tackle new challenges of
Command at Camp Lejeune, we will certainly
miss him and wish continued success for both
him and his family.
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
remember Ms. Sharon L. Monsky, a resident
of Santa Barbara, California, who was re-
nowned as an advocate on behalf of persons
with the disease scleroderma.

Sharon passed away on the night of May
11, and is survived by her three children Max,
Samantha, Montana, and their father, her hus-
band, Mark Scher. The legacy she leaves be-
hind is inspiring to us all.

In her youth, Sharon was a nationally
ranked figure skater and a top United States
Olympic contender. In 1965, she was the
youngest female figure skater to ever have re-
ceived the Senior Ladies Gold Medal Compul-
sory Award.

She went on to become a successful inter-
national business consultant, and received her
MBA from Stanford University Graduate
School of Business in 1980.

The distinguished San Francisco manage-
ment-consulting firm, McKinsey and Company
Inc., offered Sharon a coveted position, and
she was immediately on track to being one of
the youngest women partners in McKinsey’s
history. When in 1983, she was diagnosed
with systemic scleroderma, and was given two
years to live.

Defying all odds, Sharon spent the next 21
years educating all of us about scleroderma.
Through her timeless efforts she brought na-
tional awareness to this debilitating disease,
which affects 500,000 people annually. And
she helped increase federal support for re-
search on scleroderma.

In 1987, she founded the Santa Barbara-
based Scleroderma Research Foundation,
which is committed to raising awareness of
the disease. The Foundation is one of a kind,
the only one in our nation dedicated to finding
a cure for the disease; it is a blend of science,
research, private funding, and political leader-
ship.

But largely due to Sharon’s work, there is
now a National Scleroderma Awareness
Month, and she initiated the Cool Comedy-Hot
Cuisine, a benefit gala designed to raise
scleroderma awareness. She also leaves be-
hind two research centers: The San Francisco
Bay Area Scleroderma Research Center at
UCSF and the East Coast Scleroderma Re-
search Center at Johns Hopkins in Boston.
Research for the disease has steadily in-
creased to the current level of $8.3 million,
also attributable to Sharon’s unwavering ef-
forts. In addition, she served two four-year
terms on the National Arthritis and Musculo-
skeletal and Skin Diseases advisory council of
the National Institutes of Health.

At the age of 48, Sharon accomplished in
half a century’s time what many active individ-
uals in excellent health are not able to achieve
in a lifetime. Selflessly she sought out a cure
for the disease, on behalf of future
scleroderma patients and their families.

She was a beloved daughter, sister, wife,
mother, businesswoman, and health advocate.
She will indeed be missed but will be remem-
bered for years to come.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize an out-
standing individual who has dedicated his life
to serve and protect the citizens of the State
of Colorado. Corporal John Donley, of the
Pueblo Police Department, has loyally served
his fellow Coloradans for over thirty years.
After a long and successful career as one of
Colorado’s finest, John announced his retire-
ment from the force in November of last year.
As he enjoys his well-deserved retirement, I
would like to take this time to underscore
John’s service to his community before this
body of Congress, and this nation.

John began his service as Motorcycle Bur-
glary Patrol Officer, was honored for his qual-
ity service, and reassigned to the Traffic Divi-
sion in 1974. Receiving a promotion to cor-
poral in 1976, John was recognized for his ex-
pertise as a crime scene-diagramming expert
and was often called upon by his fellow offi-
cers to render aid at the scene of a crime.
John also dedicated much of his time to the
Pueblo educational system by volunteering his
experience and expertise in seat belt safety
and safe driving as a School Resource Officer
to a local high school. He has been a tremen-
dous asset to the City of Pueblo both as a
peace officer and as an educator. I am hon-
ored to bring forth his accomplishments today.

Mr. Speaker, today’s peace officers face a
wide variety of dangers and hazards in their
daily duties. These individuals work long
hours, weekends, and holidays to guarantee
their fellow citizen’s rights and protection.
They work tirelessly and with great sacrifice to
their personal and family lives to ensure our
freedoms remain strong in our homes and
communities. Their service and dedication cer-
tainly deserves the recognition and thanks of
this body of Congress, and a grateful nation.
Thanks for your service John, and I wish you
all the best in your well-deserved retirement.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank and honor the following young
people. Hayley Cook, Emilie Hanson, Ryan
Johnson, Courtney Lee, Beth Smulow, Lydon
Wilkenson, Tim Bennhoff, Heather Grimm,
Willie Arnold, Colin Hale, Cameron Marlin,
Kristin Bonk, Ashley Gilbert, Paul White, Julie
North, Linnea Pearson and Chris Wilson.
These students, from Clear Creek High
School, recently competed in the national ‘‘We
the People’’ competition in Washington, DC.
This exceptional group of students, along with
their coach, Mr. Bob Warmack, worked ag-
gressively throughout the year studying the
U.S. Constitution, the intent of the framers of
the Constitution, the origins and intent behind
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